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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOVGEGWURWB 

SUBJECT: APPARENT SOVIET INTEREST IN DIRECT DISCUSSIONS 
WITH THE FRG ON FRG-GDR RELATIONS 

SUMMARY. AN FRG OFFICIAL HAS TOLD US THAT THE SOVIETS 
ARE MAKING OVERTURES TO THE FRG FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT FRG-GDR RELATIONS. IN THOSE CONVERSATIONS, THE 
SOVIET OFFICIALS INDICATE SOME SUSPICIONS ABOUT GDR 
ACTIVITIES AND ATTITUDES. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DIETRICH SPANGENBERG, STATE SECRETARY IN THE FRG 
MINISTRY FOR INNER-GERMAN AFFAIRS, HAS TOLD THE 
POLITICAL COUNSELOR THAT THE SOVIETS ARE MAKING OVER- 
TURES TO THE WEST GERMANS FOR BRIEFINGS ON GDR-FRG 
RELATIONS. HE SAID THAT SOVIET AMBASSADOR FAT.TN DURING 
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A RECENT CONVERSATION TOLD HIM (SPANGENBERG) THAT HE 
WOULD LIKE TO GET TOGETHER MORE OFTEN WITH SPANGENBERG 
IN ORDER TO LEARN WHAT IS GOING ON IN FRG-GDR RELATIONS. 
FAT.TN COMPLAINED TO SPANGENBERG THAT THE GDR WAS NOT 
FULLY BRIEFING THE SOVIETS, BUT THAT THE SOVIETS NEEDED 
TO KNOW WHAT WAS HAPPENING. FALIN ALSO IMPLIED THAT THE 
SOVIETS WERE NOT INFORMED ABOUT THE EAST GERMAN PURCHASE 
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OF WEST GERMAN VOLSWAGEN GOLF CARS. 

2. SPANGENBERG ADDED THAT FALIN SAID HE WAS NOW 
REPEAT NOW SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED TO DISCUSS BERLIN AND 
INNER-GERMAN MATTERS WITH THE FRG. SPANGENBERG 
OBSERVED THAT THIS APPEARED LIKE A RADICAL DEPARTURE 

IN SOVIET ATTITUDES. HE SAID THAT HE DID NOT ENCOURAGE 
FALIN. 

3. SPANGENBERG SAID ANOTHER RUSSIAN COMPLAINED TO HIM 
THAT THE GDR NOW OBTAINS ABOUT DM ONE BILLION PER YEAR 
FROM THE FRG THROUGH DIVERSE CHANNELS THAT ARE NOT PART 
OF THE INNER-GERMAN OFFICIAL ACCOUNTING SYSTEM (E.G., 
PAYMENTS FOR PRISONER RELEASES, MONEY FOR CHURCHES IN 
EAST GERMANY. PRIVATE GIFTS, ETC.). THE RUSSIAN 
COMPLAINED THAT THE SOVIETS WERE UNABLE TO MONITOR THESE 
PAYMENTS AND THAT THEY SUSPECTED THE MONEY WAS BEING 
USED BY THE GDR FOR ITS OWN PURPOSE WITHOUT REGARD TO 
THE GREATER GOOD OF THE ENTIRE SOCIALIST COMMUNITY. 

IT WAS IMPLIED THAT OTHER EAST EUROPEAN STATES ARE 
UNHAPPY ABOUT THIS AS WELL. 

4. SPANGENBERG SAID THAT GAUS, THE FRG REPRESENTATIVE 
IN EAST BERLIN, IN PARTICULAR APPEARS TO BE MAKING 
HIMSELF UNPOPULAR WITH THE SOVIETS AND WITH ABRASIMOV 
BECAUSE HE GETS AROUND SO MUCH AND IS SO SOUGHT AFTER. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 BONN 03067 01 OF 02 180351Z 

THIS HAS MADE ABRASIMOV FEEL THAT HE IS NO LONGER 
"NUMBER ONE." 
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5. SPANGENBERG SPECULATED ALONG FAMILIAR LINES WITH 
REGARD TO DEVELOPMENTS IN EAST GERMANY. HE DID ADD TWO 
POINTS OF INTEREST ON PERSONALIA: 

- SPANGENBERG HAS ABSOLUTELY FIRM EVIDENCE THAT 
STOPH HAS BEEN IN MOSCOW FOR AT LEAST EIGHT DAYS DURING 
HIS ABSENCE FROM EAST BERLIN, BUT SPANGENBERG IS NOT 
CERTAIN WHERE STOPH MAY HAVE BEEN THE REST OF THE TIME. 

- SPANGENBERG SAID THAT HERMANN VON BERG, THE 
SHADOWY FIGURE WHO APPEARS TO ACT AT THE FRINGES OF THE 
SED CENTRAL COMMITTEE AS A CONTACT MAN WITH THE WEST 
AND AS A STOPH SUPPORTER, HAS SPENT FOUR WEEKS IN 
MOSCOW AND IS STILL THERE. SPANGENBERG OBSERVED THAT 
VON BERG COULD NOT HAVE DONE SOME OF THE THINGS HE 
ALLEGEDLY HAS DONE (SUCH AS AUTHOR - IN 
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PART - AND TRANSMIT TO SPIEGEL THE ALLEGED SED 
OPPOSITION "MANIFESTO") IF HE DID NOT HAVE A RATHER 
SECURE MOSCOW CONNECTION AS WELL. VON 
BERG ONCE TOLD SPANGENBERG THAT HE HAD SUCH A 
CONNECTION, BUT THAT IT WAS NOT VIA ABRASIMOV. 

MEEHAN 
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